
Official Opening of Parish Hall 2015 

Good morning everyone!  Bishop Michael, guests, as the psalms remind us, 

‘This is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad.’  We gather 

here this morning as a parish community to give thanks to God for this 

wonderful facility which is our restored and extended Parish Hall.  Many of us 

have looked forward to this day and now we rightly give praise to God for his 

graciousness towards us. 

Since it was first opened in 1834, Ashbourne Parish Hall has been a focal point 

for this community.  For over 8 generations, it has cultivated the social 

interaction of young and old; it has nurtured the faith of this community; it has 

entertained and educated (today Mary O’Connor, represents the students of the 

class of 1952, the last class to enrol in Ashbourne National School); it has 

nursed (I’m thinking particularly of those wounded in the Battle of Ashbourne 

in 1916); it promoted our community’s health and well-being with various 

sporting organisations.  It has supported the elderly with Meals on Wheels and 

nurtured the young as a pre-school.  When we hear of all of these things, we 

gain an appreciation of why this building in the heart of our community needed 

to be restored so that it may continue to serve our Parish for many generations 

to come.   

Then, as now, our Parish Hall needs people to make it a living focal point for 

who and what we are and how we live our lives here in Ashbourne.  When I 

look at the breadth and range of activities which already take place here, I am 

particularly impressed by the manner in which our hall embraces all age groups 

– from computer classes, Taekwondo, dancing, guides etc… – all of this 

reinforces the importance of developing and promoting a more cohesive 

community where people can benefit from the knowledge, experience, 

interaction, company and wisdom of one another.  That is not only a great 

blessing, but something we should be very proud of as a Parish. 

In undertaking this project, we tried to be sensitive to the wider historical 

dimensions of our faith community here in Ashbourne.  For example, we 

reinstated a print of Francis Walker’s copy of Murillo’s Immaculate Conception 

which was the centre-piece of the Reredos in the original Church of the 

Immaculate Conception here in Ashbourne.  Walker originated from 

Dunshaughlin where his father was Master of the Workhouse there.  The other 

thing you may have noticed is that we have named each of the rooms.  Records 

show that by the year 1200 there were ecclesiastical settlements in Killeglan, 

Greenogue, Cookstown and Donaghmore.  The Normans formalised these 

ecclesiastical settlements into parishes, which in turn were associated with 

abbeys who were responsible for providing priests to serve the churches.  So in 



recognition of these historical ecclesiastical settlements which now constitute 

Ashbourne-Donaghmore Parish, the four rooms were given the names 

Killeglan, Greenogue, Cookstown and Donaghmore.   

As I draw to a close, I want to express my personal thanks to everyone, 

particularly our Hall Development Committee and those who ensured the Parish 

Hall was welcoming, functional, and most of all meeting the needs of its users .  

Fr. Michael and I have been blessed by their collective wisdom and expertise, 

but most of all their boundless generosity of time and support.  Together they 

have realised opportunities and possibilities that would once have seemed 

unattainable.  I want to publically express my sincere gratitude to my 

predecessor, Fr. Jim Lynch for his patience and foresight in initiating the 

development and for harnessing the talents of so many committed people in our 

Parish.  I’m truly grateful to him and them all.   

I thank and commend all those who have been involved in the development of 

this parish hall and I wish you, and all those who avail of this valuable resource, 

every success in the future.As we have preserved this Parish Hall, my hope is 

that future generations will speak of this facility with the same degree of pride.  

Thank you. 

 


