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MUSIC & THEOLOGY PRESENTATION 
Ashbourne-Donaghmore Parish is pleased to 
announce a presentation on ‘Music and 
Theology’, Wednesday 5th June, 8pm in 
the Parish Hall.  The evening will be 
conducted by Sr. Kathleen Fitzpatrick 
PBVM, guest-lecturer in Trinity College.  

Sr. Kathleen will introduce the history and theology of music.  She 
will present images of Mary in music and explore contemporary 
music/popular music and its links to Holy Week and the Paschal 
Mystery.  Innovatively, Sr. Kathleen will also present Laudato Si 
(Pope Francis’ encyclical on ‘care for our common home’) and 
music.  This evening is open to all parishioners with an interest in 
music who want to understand the power and influence of music 
from a religious and contemporary perspective.  Our parish choirs, 
musicians, and soloists are invited to attend.  
 

PIONEER MASS 
Takes place in Ashbourne Church, Saturday 29th June at 6pm.  For 
further details, please contact Colette on 01 8352430 or Catherine 
on 01 8354260 

Priests of the Parish 
Fr. Derek Darby P.P. - 8350547 

Fr. Ciaran Clarke C.C.– 8350406 
Priest on Duty Fr. Ciaran 01 8350406 

Parish Office Opening Hours 
9.30 a.m.—12 Noon Mon. to Fri. 

10.00 a.m.—12 Noon Sat. 
Phone: 01 8353149 

PARISH HALL 
Bookings for the Parish Hall can be made 

with Mary on 086 7327737 or 
parishhall2014@gmail.com 

Email: info@ashbourneparish.ie    Website: www.ashbourneparish.ie 

Sacraments & Devotions 
 

Morning Masses: 
Ashbourne 
Mon.-Sat.         10am  
 

Eucharistic Adoration: 
Tues. 10.30a.m. to 11.30 a.m. 
Thurs. 10.30a.m.—9 p.m. 
 

Confessions: 
Saturday after 10 a.m. Mass 
First Friday of the Month 7-8pm 
 

Rosary: 
Ashbourne Church 
Mon-Sat. 9.30am 
Mon-Sat. after 10am Mass 
Mon.-Fri. 7.30 p.m. 

Ashbourne:    1st & 2nd Sunday 
of the month at 1.45pm. 
3rd Saturday of the month at 
4.00pm. 
 
 

Donaghmore:  
Sunday 30th June 2019 during 
10 a.m. Mass.   
 
 

Pre-Baptism Meeting 
Next talk will take place on 
Monday 10th June 2019 in the 
Parish Hall, Ashbourne at 
8.00pm. 
 

Baptism Registration Forms are 
available on the Parish Website.   

Sat.  25th May 6.00pm Av. Austin & Noreen Corcoran 

Sun.  26th May 9.00am Av. Tom Morris 

Sun.   26th May 11.00am People of the Parish 

Sun    26th May 12.30pm Av. Rose Griffith 

Mon.  27th May 10.00am Remem. Trisha Toner 

Tues.  28th May  10.00am Special Intention * 

Wed.  29th May 10.00am Special Intention 

Thurs 30th May 10.00pm Special Intention 

Fri.     31st May 10.00am Av. Kathleen Geraghty 

Sat.     1st June 10.00am Bethany Memorial Mass 

Sat.     1st June 6.00pm Av. Mary Roche 

Sun.    2nd June  9.00 am Av. Tom Hollywood 

Sun.    2nd June 11.00 am People of the Parish 

Sun.    2nd June 12.30 pm Av. John McManus 

Sun.   26th May 10.00am Av. Henry Ellis 
Deceased of the Reddin &  
O’Connor families 

Sun   2nd June 10.00am Av. Michael O’Reilly 
Av. Christopher & Kathleen Skelly 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
We congratulate the children from ETNS 
and St. Declan’s who received their First 
Holy Communion this weekend.  We pray 
for them and their families: may this 
moment of special grace sustain them in 
faith, hope and love.  We thank the parents 
involved in our parish preparation 
programme, the principals, teachers and 
staff of our schools, our parish catechists, 
and all who supported the children in their 
preparation for First Holy Communion.  

 

PARISH LITURGY GROUP 
In the coming months, the parish hopes to establish a ‘Liturgy 
Group’ to assist with the planning, preparation  and celebration of 
parish liturgies and services.  The work of the Liturgy Group should 
support the various ministries which currently enrich our worship, 
and assist in the building up of our faith-community. 
Two questions should inform the work of this group: 

 How are our celebrations enabling people to pray and live their 
lives as Christians? 

 How can we make our celebrations more welcoming and 
inclusive for all? 

Anyone interested in joining a Parish Liturgy Group,  
please contact the Parish Office. 

St. Patrick’s Church, Donaghmore 

 

A prayer for those who have entered Eternal Rest: 
 

Noreen O’Leary, sister of Doris Heffernan, Millbourne. 
 

May they rest in the peace of the Risen Christ.  Amen 



PARISH NOTICES 

FR. DEREK’S FAREWELL MASS 
All are welcome to join Fr Derek on 
Saturday, 15th June at 6pm in 
Ashbourne Church as he prepares to 
say farewell to our parish.  We 
express our sincere thanks to him for 

his dedicated service, commitment and leadership throughout his 
ministry.  We will always be grateful to him for enriching the lives 
of the people of our parish and also for his guidance & assistance 
with the various groups and communities within the area.  We 
offer our appreciation to him as pastor and a friend since he was 
appointed as Curate for the parish in 2007 and Parish Priest in 
2013.  We wish him the every blessing in his new appointment as 
Administrator in Mullingar Parish and Episcopal Vicar for 
Pastoral Planning and Development for the Diocese of Meath, 
which he commences on the 17th June.  A reception with 
refreshments will take place in the Parish Hall after this Mass of 
Farewell.  As Bishop Tom visits our parish on Sunday 16th 
May, Fr. Derek will formally say farewell at all Masses the 
weekend of 8th/9th June.  Bishop Tom also announced the 
appointment of Fr. John Nally, currently Parish Priest of 
Ballynacaragy as the new Parish Priest of Ashbourne-Donaghmore 
Parish—we look forward to welcoming him to our parish. 
 

DONAGHMORE CHURCH UPDATE 
 

Proposed work on the stairs to the gallery and the roof of the 
annex in Donaghmore church is now complete.  Remedial work 
has commenced on addressing the issue of dampness in the gable 
wall of the sacristy and will progress over the coming months. 
 

SUPPORT FOR DONAGHMORE 
Thank you to all who ensure Donaghmore Church 
is cleaned on a regular basis, those who maintain 
the grounds and environs of the church. 
A second collection will be taken this weekend 
26th May in Donaghmore in order to assist those 
who provide floral arrangements throughout the 
year.  Your generosity and support would be 
greatly appreciated. 

 

PARISH WELCOME & OUTREACH INITIATIVE 
The PPC is commencing a welcome and outreach initiative to all 
the homes in our parish in the coming weeks.  In assisting our 
preparations, we are delighted to welcome Brian Smith from 
‘Maybe International’ who will speak at all Masses this weekend. 
Brian and his colleagues assist individual and corporate businesses 
in identifying shared values, developing strategies, improving 
decision making and enabling people to work together in 
achieving a common purpose.  Brian will speak on the need for 
community and a sense of belonging in people’s lives, and how 
our faith community has an integral part to play particularly in 
these times of rapid change  

 

In conjunction with the Knights of St. 
Columbanus the parish will host a Parish 
Mission in honour of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, beginning Sunday 23rd June with a 
Family Day, and concluding on the Feast of 
the Sacred Heart, Friday 28th June.  Guest 

speakers will lead the mission each evening.  Presenters include: 
Fr. John Harris OP, Fr. Seán Hyland, Eddie Stones, and others.  

ASH2020:  An information evening will be held in the GAA 
Club on 29th May at 7.30 p.m. to discuss a proposed Ash2020-
Camino Walk as part of Ashbourne’s bicentenary celebrations. 

LOYOLA INSTITUTE, Trinity College:  Why not try an 
MPhil in Christian Theology.  For further details check our 
website or email Helen at loyola@tcd.ie.   

MEATH PARTNERSHIP:  Free five week basic iPhone,iPad, 
Smartphone, Tablet Class starting in Ashbourne Library on 12th 
June 10-12noon.  Please call 046 9280790 . 

DAILY & WEEKEND MINISTERS OF THE WORD 
New volunteers and existing 
Ministers of the Word in 
Donaghmore and Ashbourne 
churches are invited to a 
training workshop on 
Tuesday 4th June at 8pm in 
Ashbourne Church.  The first 

session will deepen our appreciation of the scriptures as the Word 
of God, assist in praying with the scriptures and proclaiming God’s 
Word.  The second session will address the practical application of 
being a Minister of the Word.  Prof. Seamus O’ Connell, Professor 
of Sacred Scripture, St. Patrick’s College Maynooth will facilitate 
the workshop.   
Ministers who have completed the workshop will be rostered for 
reading immediately.  New Ministers of the Word will be 
commissioned at a date to be confirmed.   
 

Pope Francis spoke about the importance of the Liturgy of the 
Word, and the resulting importance of having lectors who can 
proclaim the readings and the Responsorial Psalm well.  “We must 
look for good readers!” he said.  Good readers and psalmists 
understand what they are reading and can convey it well, explaining 
that preparation is essential before Mass.  When someone reads 
well, not “distorting the words,” this helps to create a climate of 
receptive silence, because it is not enough to hear with the ears, 
without receiving in the heart the seed of the divine Word, allowing 
it to bear fruit.”  On this note, Francis emphasized that it is also 
important that we are staying focused in listening to the readings 
with an open heart.  “When lectors read the words of the Bible – the 
first reading, the second, the responsorial psalm, the Gospel – we 
must listen and open our heart, because it is God himself who 
speaks to us”, he said.  Replacing that Word with other things or our 
own words impoverishes and compromises the dialogue between 
God and his people in prayer.  
 

ANNUAL CEMETERY DEVOTIONS 2019 
We welcome all who visit our parish this 
weekend as we pray for those interred in 
the cemeteries in our parish.  Thank you 
to all who prepared the cemeteries, those 
who maintain them on an ongoing basis, 
and families who maintain the resting 
place of their loved ones, making the 

cemeteries a place of solace and comfort for families.   
 

Killegland Friday 24th May 7.00pm 
Donaghmore Sunday 26th May after 10.00am Mass 
Ashbourne Sunday 26th May after 12.30pm Mass 
 

St. Declan’s Sunday 26th May 6.00pm 
Greenogue Sunday 26th May 7.00pm 
 

CONFIRMATION MASS OF THANKSGIVING 
We welcome the boys and girls who received the Sacrament of 
Confirmation last weekend as they return in thanksgiving to 
celebrate Mass this weekend.  We thank the parents who 
volunteered to plan, coordinate and prepare the Ritual Masses 
throughout the year.  Their support, enthusiasm, creativity and 
willingness to be involved greatly enhanced their preparation and 
the celebration of the Sacrament.  We congratulate the children and 
their parents as they grow more deeply in their relationship with the 
Lord through the Holy Spirit.  

JOIN US for tea/coffee after the 11 a.m. Mass each Sunday in the 
Parish Hall.   All welcome. 

BETHANY BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT: Drop-in Centre on 3rd 
Tues. of each month 8-9 p.m. or anytime by appointment.  

Tel. 087 2715222. 

SUMMER ROSARY continues this Wednesday at Brindley Park at 
8pm.  All welcome. 

MEDITATION  takes place on Wednesdays at 8 p.m. in JPII  
Chapel.  All welcome. 

Collections 
Ashbourne Plate €1.410  Donaghmore Plate €185; Development Fund €1,185 

We thank all who contribute and all who pay by Standing Order. 


