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Website:  ashbourneparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish 

Fr. Michael Kilmartin P.P. 

Fr. Ciarán Clarke C.C. 

Tel:  01 8353149 

Email:  ashbournedonaghmoreparish@gmail.com  
 

Tel: 086 7327737 [For urgent enquiries]  
 

Parish Office  
Open Tuesday - Friday  

10.30am - 12pm 

Parish Secretary Mary Mullen 

 

Mass Times and Intentions  

Saturday 12th 
Anniversaries 

Occurring  

7pm Rita Keogh, Milltown Ext, (Months Mind) 
Phyllis Grogan (Months Mind) 
Michael Larkin, Thomas Byrne 
Richard Connolly & Deceased Family 

Sunday 13th 9am Christina Kearns 

Donaghmore 10am John O’Beirne 

 11am Ken Woods, Hickeys Lane (1st Anniv) 

 12.30pm Mass for the Success of the Synod 

Monday 14th 10am Thomas & sons Thomas, Patrick &  
Daniel Goldrick 

Tuesday 15th 10am Annie & Joseph Seagrave 

Wednesday16th 10am Mary Dunne 

Thursday  17th 

 

St. Patrick’s 
Day 

9am 

10am 

11am 

12.30pm 

Mass for the People of the Parish 

Mass for the People of the Parish 

Deceased of Thynne & Cooney Families 

Mass for the People of the Parish 

Friday 18th 7.30,10am Mass for the People of the Parish  

Saturday 19th 
Anniversaries 
Occurring  

7pm Jimmy Stewart 
Margaret Clarke 

Sunday 20th 9am Breada Cahill 

Donaghmore 10am Terry & Christina Smith 

 11am Mass for the People of the Parish 

 12.30pm Mass for the People of the Parish 

 2nd Sunday of Lent – Jesus 
Transfigured  

That is something special about 
climbing a mountain. In the bible 
mountains are often a symbolic 
setting for the revelation or 
appearance of God. The mountain in 
today’s gospel is Mt. Tabor where 
the disciples get a glimpse of Jesus’ 
future glory. Peter and Andrew are 
with Jesus when it is revealed to 
them that Jesus will triumph through 
his death on the cross.  
 

 

The Transfiguration is an invitation 
to reflect on who Jesus is and how he 
reveals God’s love through His 
passion and death.  

First Confession begins on Saturday     

Over the next two Saturdays from 4 to 6pm families with 
children for first holy communion will have the opportunity 
to receive the sacrament of confession. This sacrament is 
about responding to God’s love.and being able to forgive 

and say sorry for our faults and failings. Parents are asked to practise the 
prayers for the sacrament with their children and to talk to them about 
sin being a time when one does not show love to God or neighbour. 
Parents bringing their child might also consider going to confession. It is 
as always voluntary but children learn from example in the home. We 
hope that all the children receiving the sacrament for the first time will 
always know and celebrate God’s love. 

Confirmation 2022  

Congratulations to the 202 children from our parish 
confirmed yesterday in Ashbourne Church. Thanks to the 
parents, children and teachers for extending 
a warm welcome to Bishop Tom. Fr. 
Michael and Fr. Ciarán express thanks to 
all those who helped them to organise the 
two ceremonies. Thanks also goes to Shay 
for doing sacristy duties and Giovanna and 
Ephrem for providing the liturgical music. 
At this time of confirmation in our parish, 
all of us who believe are asked to be 
especially conscious of the role of the Holy Spirit and the 
call of God to live Spirit filled lives on earth. 

           Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  Thursday 10.30am to 8pm         Confessions this Saturday 4 to 6pm.  

Celebrate St. Patrick  

St. Patrick’s Day is on Thursday. Mass in 
the Church of St. Patrick, Donaghmore, 
is at 10am. Ashbourne Masses are at 
9am, 11am and 12.30pm. The 11am will 
be in English and Irish with mass leaflets 
available with the Irish mass responses. 

People are encouraged to wear shamrock to mass and wear a 
little bit of green as a nod to our patron saint. Shamrock will 
be blessed at masses as a reminder of how this Welsh man 
explained the Blessed Trinity to the early Christians on our 
island. Beannachtaí na féile Pádraig orainn go léir. 

Extracts from St. Patrick’s 
Confession  

A beautifully presented leaflet 
highlighting the words of St. Patrick 
will be available after masses on St. 
Patrick’s Day. Our stewards will 
have them available if you wish to 
take one home. They are 
complimentary and were given to us 
by the Evangelical Catholic 
Initiative. The inspiring words of St. 
Patrick are powerful and give a 
great insight in to the great saint of 
our Isle. We particularly wish the 
faith community of Donaghmore a 
very ‘Happy St. Patrick’s day’ as 
they celebrate their church patron on 
Thursday.  



Everyone is Invited to the Synodal Meetings! 

Everyone has their own experience of following Christ. Whether 
you feel distant or close to what is happening in your parish, you 
are invited by Pope Francis to join in discussion and prayer to 
discern where the Spirit is leading the Church. The opportunity to 
have your say is right now.  
   

 

 

 
Parishioners from our neighbouring Meath faith communities of 
Ratoath, Curraha, Dunboyne, Dunshaughlin and Kilcloon will join 
us in Ashbourne Parish Hall for the next two Tuesday evenings at 
8pm to discuss Pope Francis’ questions on ‘Communion, 
Participation and Mission’. You are welcome to come on any 
night which suits you, but in an attempt to spread the attendance, 
we have this flexible structure. Tuesday next- those involved in 
the liturgical life of the parishes. Readers, Extraordinary Ministers 
of Holy Communion, choir members, organists, stewards/
collectors, sacristans and those involved in schools, young people 
and parents of children and teenagers.  
                          Questionnaire Box 
Those attending the Tuesday evening meetings will 
receive a questionnaire to fill in. This can be filled 
in during exposition in Ashbourne Church at the 
end of the Tuesday evening gathering or can be 
taken home for further reflection. A box for completed 
questionnaires has been left in Ashbourne Church. Those unable 
to get to any Tuesday gathering can download a questionnaire 
from the diocesan website and return it by email to 
meathsynodalpathway@gmail.com or through their local church 
before the end of March.   
                            Calling on the Holy Spirit  
Exposition will begin in Ashbourne Church each Tuesday evening 
of the Synod at 9.30pm as people fill in their questionnaire as part 
of their local contribution to the first phase of synodal process. 
The Synodal prayer is prayed at all masses in the coming weeks. 
A Mass of Thanksgiving to the Holy Spirit and Prayer for the 
success of the worldwide synod will take place on the final 
Tuesday night of March in Ashbourne Church at 8pm.   

Synodal Prayer  
We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather 
together in Your name. With You alone to guide us, 
make Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach us the 
way we must go and how we are to pursue it. 
We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote 
disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us down the 
wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. Let 
us find in You our unity so that we may journey 
together to eternal life and not stray from the way 
of truth and    what is right. All this we ask of You, 
who are at work in every place and time, in the 
communion of the Father and Son forever and ever. 

The Synodal prayer printed above and being prayed in parishes 
across the world this Lent is the one that began every session of 
the Second Vatican Council. The very first words of the prayer, 
“We stand before You, Holy Spirit” has been used at Councils, 
Synods and other church gatherings for hundreds of years and is 
attributed to Saint Isodore of Seville (560 – 636AD ) whose feast 
we celebrate on April 4th. This prayer invites the Holy Spirit to 
work within us so that we may be a strong community of faith and 
people of grace.  We encourage parishioners to pray this prayer 
and to call on the Holy Spirit during this ‘Listening Lent’.  

Orla Dowling, Archerstown Wood 

Olive Fox, Frederick Court  

Fergal Murphy, Ashbourne / Clontarf 

                          Kathleen Newsome,  Wicklow 

2nd Collection Today   

A second collection is taken up at Masses today after 
Holy Communion. We thank the stewards for their help 
with this task. The collection goes towards the 

insurance premium paid by our parish. The insurance with Allianz 
is costing €12,060 plus €4,000 on the Parish Hall. We pay the 
insurance on parish related activities and all our buildings 
including three of Ashbourne’s protected structures namely, 
Ashbourne Church, Parish Hall and Donaghmore Church.  
 

Last Weekends Collection Totals Plate €1288.00; 
Shrines €1275.00; Development Fund €1070.00. 
Gratitude is expressed  to all those who support our 
parish. 

Did you know that 
the Stations of the 
Cross to back to the 
early Christians.. 
When war prevented 
medieval pilgrims 
from visiting the 

actual sites in Jerusalem, artists created images representing these 
events so the faithful could express their devotion. The 
Franciscans spread this practice in the twelfth century and erected 
small chapels highlighting the different steps of Jesus’ sorrowful 
journey. Since 1731 the stations have numbered 14 and they have 
been promoted especially during Lent and on Fridays. An extra 
15th station was put up in Ashbourne church when the stations 
were erected on its walls in 1981. You are encouraged this Lent to 
do the stations and as you make a sacrifice of your time to follow 
Jesus’ journey expressing gratitude and love to Jesus for his 
tremendous sacrifice.  

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes  

A diocesan pilgrimage to Lourdes will take place this year from 
12th-17th of September. The pilgrimage is organised by Joe 
Walsh Tours, 69 O’Connell Street. For details contact (01) 
2410800. Lourdes is one of the most famous sites in the world 
dedicated to Mary, the Mother of God. Our Lady appeared to 

Bernadette Soubirous in 1858 and ever since 
pilgrims have gone to this shrine to pray for 
healing and spiritual strength.  For just short 
of 100 years the bishop of our diocese has 
led a pilgrimage to Lourdes. After two years 
of no visitation of international visitors to the 
shrine due to the pandemic Lourdes is now 
open again for pilgrims.    

Faith Communities Supporting Ukraine  
Pope Francis asks us to continue to pray to our Lady, Queen of 
Peace, to preserve the world from ‘the madness of world’.  He has 
sent two cardinal envoys to the city of Kyiv to help in the aid 
efforts on the ground. He has said 
that the church is ready to help 
mediate for peace and 
reconciliation. The Spring 
meeting of the Irish Bishop’s 
Conference held in the last few 
days has asked all catholics to 
donate to Ukraine through a 
special collection at Sunday 
Masses on the final weekend of this month. Monies collected will 
fund church organisations who are working with those who are 
suffering and seeking help. Bishop Tom Deenihan is in regular 
contact with the bishop of Iasi in Romania helping supporting 
refugees crossing the border from Ukraine.  

mailto:meathsynodalpathway@gmail.com

